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Andrew Slade, standing left, and Judy Erickson, standing right, facilitate the brainstorming session
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Sugarloaf to facilitate North Shore Parks coalition

On January 20-21, 2006, Sugarloaf was a
co-host of the historic North Shore Parks and
Trails Leadership Summit. Seventy leaders from
26 organizations representing a diverse cross

—

at the North Shore Parks and Trails Leadership Summit.

SICA’s VISION is a
healthy Minnesota
North Shore of Lake
Superior where an
informed citizenry
takes personal and
group responsibility
to ensure that natural
and ecological sys-
tems and human
economic and social
systems coexist in a
fashion sustainable
into the future.

section of North Shore interests convened at
Lutsen Resort. The main topic was the dire need
for local support to help North Shore state parks
and trails

According to the Parks and Trails Council of
Minnesota, the lead sponsor of the event, “The
North Shore of Lake Superior is home to glorious
adventure, breathtaking natural scenery, assorted
wildlife, robust forests and an abundance of park
and recreational opportunities.”

In the morning, colorful introductions of
Paul Sundberg’s photography and Grant Merritt’s
personal recollections set the stage.

Then regional park manager Jim Willford
spelled out the bad news: North Shore state
parks, with 1.7 million visitors per year, are
starved for funds, especially in the face of
increasing usage, rising health costs and
significant maintenance backlogs. Willford
pointed out the dying birch forests that need
hands-on care to change over to cedar, pine and
spruce. Judge Magney State Park, named after
one those visionary citizens, has no visitor
contact anymore: people visit, hike and camp
without any park rangers around.

The loss of park interpreters has also been
dramatic, according to Willford. There used to be
2.5 full-time-equivalent interpreters on the shore,
and now there is just one.

As the Parks and Trails Council
wrote, “the North Shore is also home
to growing development and
population pressures, declining state
natural resources funding and an ever-
increasing diversification of
community stakeholders.”

Of the 26 organizations at the
Summit, a core group of seven
nonprofits, three North Shore
businesses and four government
agencies came together a second time
to move the process forward. This core
group of nonprofits engaged in North
Shore parks and trails issues includes:

Gitchi Gami Trail Association

Grand Portage Lodge & Casino

Lutsen Mountain

North Shore Scenic Drive Council

Split Rock Lighthouse Historic Site
Sugarloaf

Superior Hiking Trail Association

Two Harbors Area Chamber of Commerce

As a coalition of community groups,
advised by park managers, this group will further
focus the concerns of North Shore parks and
work collaboratively to address them.

Of all these nonprofits, Sugarloaf is the one
organization whose mission and current activities
most closely matches the current pressing needs
of the state parks. Sugarloaf’s mission, to protect
and restore the North Shore’s unique environment,
fits right in. Andrew Slade, Sugarloaf executive
director, was asked to lead this newborn
coalition through its initial phases. “It was an
offer | couldn’t refuse,” Andrew said. “Supporters
of Sugarloaf are supporters of North Shore parks
and trails, and this is important work.”
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE

Cove

Skiing through the dying
forests of Gooseberry

I have seen the future, and | don't like it.

One day this winter, after a meeting inside the
wonderful Gooseberry Falls visitor center, |
went off for a ski on the state park trails. A cold
front was comingin, and | wanted to get out
before the deepest chill set in. What a privilege
it is to live and work where | can combine my
professional obligations with my passion for
outdoor recreation.

I headed out into the woods, crossing the river
on the funky underpass under the Highway 61
bridge. | was looking forward to the trails on
the northeast side of the park, a wonderful web
of intermediate trails. | had last been there ten
years ago. Then, | found the forests here dark
and full, even in winter, and | had fond
memories of coming across fresh wolf kill in
snowy woods.

Everything had changed.

The old trees were going, going gone. The
birch trees that still were standing had stumps
for limbs, their upper parts damaged or killed
by drought, disease and old age. But worse,
there was very little coming up to replace
them. What had been a dark old forest was
now practically open fields.

I've been studying North Shore forests and
working on their restoration for a lot of years.
Sugarloaf is actively engaged in helping
landowners with the transition to a conifer
forest. | know intellectually about the problems.
Yet the change in the Gooseberry forests
stunned me.

As expected, the only conifer coming up
through the heavy grass and hazel shrub was
white spruce, a prickly thing the park’s
ravenous deer don’t eat.

Here and there, park managers had built
fencing to enclose tree plantings. In these
sanctuaries from the deer, white pine was doing
pretty well, and | think | saw some cedar in
there as well.

My meeting that afternoon in the visitor center
had been about North Shore parks and trails
and their need for increased public support. But
I had never before seen or felt the need in the
gut like I felt it on the ski trails. These woods
are dying, and it will take major work to restore
the hative conifer forest.

Maintaining adequate funding from the state is
one important step, so that park managers can
keep up. But the scale of the problem in the
parks, especially in the backcountry like this,
will require the sort of large-scale hands-on
work that only a committed community can
provide. Gooseberry alone will need legions of
volunteers off in the woods planting native
conifer trees and building fences to protect
them.

There’s a lot of work to be done.

ANDREW SLADE

The Sugarloaf Interpreter




Sugarloaf Highlights in 2005:

e Changed name to Sugarloaf: The North Shore

Stewardship Association

®  Finished Forest Stewardship Plan for Sugarloaf
Cove and implemented it at three major

demonstration sites

*  Visitor center was open seven days a week in the

summer months

e Completed ShoreLink directory of interpretive

organizations

e Completed first summer of ShoreLink learning cart

e Increased membership to 294.

*  Visitation increased from an estimated 4800 in

2004 to an estimated 5800.

Association Members

BENEFACTOR ($7000 and above)

Bill and Judy Walter

PATRON ($500 and above)

Tom and Kay Becken
Jean Ljungkull
Jim and Fran Mullin

SUSTAINING ($700 and above)

Harold Alt

Amy Andersen and Tim Wilson
Emily Andersen

Tony Andersen

Greg and Anne Bartel

Margit and Tom Berg

Robert Bruce

Julie Brunner and Dale Ulrich
Bill Burns

Dave and Denise Carlson
Lawrence and Lisa Cumpston
Mollie Dean

Paul and Liz Diethelm

Jack and Kirsten Driscoll

Paul Engh

Marv Fabyanske

Christina Gallup

John and Jan Green

Peter and Carol Harris

David Hartwell and Elizabeth DeBaut
Gary Helgeson and Nancy Bologna
Lisa and Pete Hemp

W. Charles Huskins and Diana Carey
Dr. Harry Johnson

Mary Keating

Mike Kennedy and Amy Renne
BJ Smith and John Kohlstedt
Greg and Coralyn Koschinska
Barb and Robert Liukkonen
Jane Ljungkull

Frani Lowe

March 2006

Mark and Tammy Magney
Pat Maus

Thomas and Diane McEvoy
Richard McFarland
Deborah McKnight

Harry McNeely

Jerry and Jeanne Meigs

Bill Miller

Rosanne and Michael Monten

Andrea and David Peterson
Jack and Genea Pichotta
Deb and Grant Rykken
Jamie and Jenella Slade
Richard and Ella Slade
David Sommers

Wendy Strombeck and James Waldo

Karen Stromme

Steve Pihlaja and Lorrie Stromme

Robert and Pat Tammen

Diane Tessari and Duncan Storlie

Wheelock Whitney
Fred and El Winston
Medora Woods

Anthony and Ruth Ann Yocum

SUPPORTING ($50 and more)

Mary and Feudor Aijala
Chel Anderson and John Alt
Nancy and Evan Anderson
Robert and Phyllis Beery
Scott Berry and Kathryn Johnson
Tom and Christina Blum
Doris and Dave Boyce

Fred and Sue Brass

Robert and Patricia Burow
H. Michael Casper

Glen Connell

Don and Peg Davison

Peter and Laura Dickson
Mary Dragich

Stephen and Jan Enockson
Lois Ann Eyinck

Adrienne Falcon and Dave Geist
Ari Fuad

Lois and John Geist

Scotty and Peter Gillette
Edna Granlund

John Henricksson

Wayne and Nora Hornicek
Richard and Barbara Hough
Don and Tina Ingram
Cathy and Jerry Jansen
Cathy Johnson & Dan Sommerdorf
Marlyn Johnson

Tom Jordan

John and Ann Kersey

Larry Kivens

David and Margaret Lucas
Bob and Helen Mairs

Julie and Phil Magney

Pam McDougall and Karl Smit

Bill and Judy McGrann

Patricia Micheletti

Robert Minnish

Rae Montgomery & Jim Zandlo

Arnold and Hyla Napadensky

Ann Nephew

Peter Neubeck

Bob Nesheim

Jim Norvell

Sarah O'Brien

Dick Ojakangas

John and Yvette Oldendorf

Ethan Perry and Meredith
Cornett

Terri A Port and Al Wright

John and Elizabeth Reichert

Maggie Seely

Andrew H Slade

Sheila Smith and Perry
McGowan

Terry and Janice Steen

Stephen Steinhagen

Ben and Mary Stephens

Paul and Joanne Stohl

Glen and Betsy Swanson

Judith Van Dyne

Kathy and Bill Vanderwall

Libby and Clyde Wilkes

Jonathan and Sarah Wilmshurst

Tim and Georgia Wright

David and Geiger Yount
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CONTRIBUTING

(under $50)

LIFE MEMBER

Joanne Alt and Richard Starr
Robert Albrecht

Jay and Tamera Andersen
Carrie Anderson and Pete Harris
Eleanor Annis

Allan Apter and Brenda lon
Sally Bair

Steve and Kathy Bardolph
Joan Beard

Diane Bergler

Beryl Singleton Bissell & Bill Christ
Mary Blickenderfer

Kathryn and Edward Bolstad
Betsy Bowen Studio

Jim and Judy Brandenburg
Jack and Cil Braun

Marilyn Bretzke

David Brewster

Michael Brinda

Tom and Barbara Brown

John and Barbara Budd

Mary Burns

Robert Callery

George Carhart

Kermit and Margaret Carlsen
Bill Carlson

Kim Carlsted-Gillis

Dean and Patty Carpenter
Tom Cassidy

Sharon Christensen & Craig Berdie
Ken Clark

Michael Cochran

Steve Colman

Ken Corens

Bob Cormier

Karen Cronquist

Diana Cumming

Katie, Tim and Cooper Dawson
Diane Desotelle & Andrew Streitz
Jill DeWitt and Charles Wurry
Grover Dimond

Julie Dincau and Denny Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon Dodge
Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Donaldson
Duluth Public Library

Lester and Dianne Dunn
Robert and Bette Dunn
James Edberg

Serine Ege

Mardene Eide

Roland Faricy

Darrel and Orlene Fisher
Erin and Travis Follett

Dan Forby

Lisa and Phil Franklin

Carol and Carl Fritsch

James and Anne Galazen
Beth Gardham

Lyle and Joan Gerard

Tim Glines

Scott and Barbara Godin
Terry and Pam Greenwaldt
Teresa Hakanson

Bryan Hansel

Russ and Pat Hanson

Mary Ann and Dennis Harren
Chester Hedin

Gary and Ellen Hedin

Dean and Sandy Hedstrom
Ellen Held

Jeff Hinz

Gary and Karen Hoeft
Vaughn Hoff

Eric Hofstad

Tim and Beth Holst

Barbara Hope

Mike and Pam Houge

Terry and Julie Hukriede

Pat Huseby

Jan and Jerry Johansen

Jon and Janice Johnson

Jon Johnson

Nancy Johnson

Lawrence Jones

Jim and Roxanne Jordan
Dennis and Lorraine Kaetterhenry
Betty Karpen

Janet and Les Kent

Maggie King

Jon and Pam Klinkenberg
Carol Krieger

Chris and Jim Kustritz

Doug and Barb LaChance
Leah Ladehoff

Randy Lake

Dean and Janet Larson

Jim Larson

Amy Lichty

Michael and Ann Lichty
Harriet Lockrem

Lori and Bob Lomicka

Gary and Charlotte Maciejewski
Tom and Barbara McBurney
Larry and Andrea McGrough
Deborah and Robert McGregor
Alta and Gary McQuatters
Dave and Cathy Menssen

Lee Menssen

Dirk Miller

Jim and Cheryl Miller
Minnesota Land Trust

Greg and Phyllis Miron

Doug and Mandy Mitchell
Ward and Beverly Montgomery
David and Jan Morris

Jack Morris

Tom and Kathy Morris

Jean Moskalik

John, Angela and Katie Mullin
Paul and Robyn Norsten

Jim and Judy Norvell

Robert Odegard

Randy Oken and Dennis Kearney
Paul and Helen Olfelt

Larry and Linda Olson

John Peterson

Jeff and Kris Peterson

Barb Pihlaja

James and Nita Quinn

David and Mary Rasmussen
Virginia Reinert

Ed and June Rogier

Stephen Rossiter

Barb Sawyer

Therese Scherrer and Tom Martin
John and Laurie Schneider
Gene and Sandra Schweiger
Roger Seeling

Jan and Gary Sherburne

Cory and Laurel Siffring

Jerry and Kay Sivets

Lowery and Mary Ann Smith
Philip Smith

Dory Spence

June Storms

Graydon and Maxine Stromme
Jane Sweet

Tom and Cynthia Swanson
Judith Takkdanen

Susan Tanner

Ryan and Anna Tauer

Tom and Pat Thielman
DoralLee and Doug Throckmorton
Jim and Carol Tveekrem
Eleanor Waha

Mark and Gretchen Waldeland
Jay and Ella Warmington

Larry Weber

John and Sally Westby

Barbra Wiener

Rebecca and Jim Wiinanen
Steve Wilson

Dode Wonson

Susan Zimmerman

Betty Savage

BUSINESS MEMBERS

Caribou Highlands Lodge
Cascade Properties/Cascade Rental
Fenstad’s Resort

Grampa Woo

Lambs Resort

Lutsen Resort

Minnesota Power Taconite Harbor
Northshore Mining Company
Sawbill Ouitfitters

Schroeder Area Historical Society
Superior Ridge Resort - Motel
Temperance Liquors, Inc.
Temperance Traders & Gift Shop

FOUNDATIONS FUNDERS

IN 2005

Arrowhead Electric Trust

Duluth-Superior Area Community Foundation
Elmer L. and Eleanor J. Andersen Foundation

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

Minnesota DNR Environmental Partnership
Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal Program

2005 FINANCIAL REPORT nNote: Figures not final or audited.

INCOME
Contributions Income
Dividends
Grants
Membership Dues
Program Fees
Sales

Total Income

EXPENSE
Equipment Purchase
Advertising
Bank Service Charges
Contract Labor
Dues and Subscriptions
Insurance
Internet access
Miscellaneous
Office Supplies
Payroll Expenses
Postage and Delivery
Printing and Reproduction
Program Expense
Retail COGS
Telephone
Training
Travel & Ent
Visitor’s Center Costs
Total Expense

Change in Net Assets

The Sugarloaf Interpreter

26,667.36
155.94
61,177.10
17,940.00
1,505.00
1,066.85
$108,512.25

541.06
875.66
71.00
18,155.92
374.26
3,873.56
1,088.33
275.63
821.34
45,000.35
2,226.60
6,013.66
4,380.90
533.64
867.23
450.05
5,020.59
7,825.31
$ 98,395.09

$10,117.16




North Shore Naturalist Workshops:

Summer 2006

Learn Move About the Shore

Sugarloaf’s North Shore Naturalist workshops
offer small group experiences led by
enthusiastic experts. Based at Sugarloaf Cove,
they use the whole shore as the classroom.
Watch for official registration materials coming
soon, but you can reserve your place now by
e-mailing sugarloaf@lakenet.com.

Digital Wildflower Photogr.
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Jim Miller (center) will be back this year to help discover
“What's this Rock?”

What’s this Rockz Novth Shore Qeoloj)/)/
with Jim Miller

JUNE 17, 8:00 TO 4:30 $80, $70 Sugarloaf members.

JULY 15, 9:00 TO 4:30 $110, $100 Sugarloaf members.

The North Shore in June is blooming with
color. Learn from the renowned photographer how
to capture the beauty of wildflowers with your
digital camera. Session includes field
work at Sugarloaf Cove and
computer lab time. Any digital
camera may be used, but digital
SLR cameras are highly
recommended. Tripods required.

Hikes of under 1 mile.

The Ecology of Color
with Chel AZ)d/erj:on/

JUNE 24, 9:00 TO 4:30 $60, $50 Sugarloaf members.

Ever wonder what all those great rocks on the
beach are, or where they come from? Jim tells the
whole story, through entertaining presentations and
fascinating field trips. Sugarloaf Cove is an ideal
base for this program, but field trips will take you up
and down the North Shore. Hikes of under 1 mile.

North Shove W.mq‘azé:
with Johw Green

JULY 22-23
$110, $100 Sugarloaf members.

One of our most popular classes. The North
Shore is home to a unique range of wildflowers and
their habitats. Not just a wildflower identification
class, this goes into the way these beautiful species
fit into the unique ecology of the Shore. Chel has
spent her career on the shore studying these habitats
and is a delight to learn from. Hikes of under 1 mile.

March 2006

Join the ultimate North Shore naturalist on an
educational tour of these scenic gems. As a geology
professor, John's research forms the foundation of
what we know about North Shore geology. But he is
also a terrific naturalist who can tell you about the
trees and flowers and birds of the Shore. Join john
on informative hikes to at least six North Shore
waterfalls, from the famous to the out-of-the-way,
and learn about just about everything along the trail.
Hikes of up to 3 miles.
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SICA ACTIVITIES

APRIL 8

Second Saturday: Lichens

MAY 13

Second Saturday: Waterfalls of the North Shore

MAY 20

Sugarloaf board meeting, Sugarloaf Cove

JUNE 10

Second Saturday: Special double program
{Fishing, Hummingbirds)

All Second Saturday programs start at 10 am at the ]
Sugarloaf Cove Interpretive Center. Address Correction Requested

The Sugarloaf Interpreter is published quarterly by Sugarloaf: The North Shore Stewardship
Association. Subscription is a benefit of membership. Single copies available on request.
Submissions welcome. Send to sugarloaf@lakenet.com. Designer: Wendy Strombeck.

Annual memberships are tax deductible. Please make checks payable to Sugarloaf, and
mail to the business office at 1040 Minnesota Avenue, Duluth, MN 55802.
Sugarloaf is an educational, non-profit 501(c)(3) Minnesota Corporation.

sugarloaf@lakenet.com
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