
SUGARLOAF COVE
Saturday, July 6, 2013 1-4pm

Join master Rock Balancer and
photographer, Peter Juhl, in the marvelous
process of Rock Balancing. You will be
amazed as Peter arranges natural stones
found on location, using only shape,
weight, and friction to achieve a unique
composition. 

No glue, magnets, or other artificial supports are used. Peter will present the necessary physics and gravity
information, and then take one and all to the Sugarloaf Cove beach for practical experience and hands-on
assistance. A great program geared to children and adults alike!

Lemonade and cookies thereafter on the deck.
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Mark Your Calendars

Annual Member Meeting
and Ice Cream Social
August 10, 2013,  1 pm

Rock Balancing Master Class 
SUGARLOAF COVE
Sunday, July 7, 9-12, followed by BBQ lunch

Attend Peter Juhl’s Saturday class to learn the basics of
rock balancing, and then return on Sunday for a master
class of 10, with individual attention from Peter. Includes
coffee and pastries at 8:30 am and BBQ lunch at noon.

Registration is required. Visit www.sugarloafnorthshore.org
to register.  $50 per person or free with $75 or more new
membership to Sugarloaf.
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As the summer season at the
Cove “kicks off”, I thought I would
take this opportunity to bring you up to
date on several things that are going on
and planned for Sugarloaf:

Last fall at our November Board
of Directors meeting, we engaged Bill
Hansen of Sawbill Canoe Outfitters to
lead a Strategic Planning discussion for
the Board.  We had great Board
attendance and had a good discussion
of the all the good that has happened
with Sugarloaf over the past 20 years
as well as some of the challenges
facing the organization.  Out of that
has come a revision to the
organization’s strategic plan, which
will provide us direction and impetus
to move forward with a well thought
out plan for the future.  If anyone is
interested in seeing the entire plan you
are most welcome–just let Molly know.

As many of you have observed as
you visit the Cove location, the parking
lot and entry area does not provide a
particularly inviting and workable
scenario.  Several months ago, we
received a Lake Superior Coastal
Program grant to engage a professional
to do a review and site plan for this
area.  We have received several very
interesting alternatives out of that work

and the Building and Lands Committee
of the Board, led by Mark Magney, is
working to identify the most workable
plan to solve our needs.  

The Summer Season of programs
will be kicking off soon and we are
fortunate to have Margie Menzies back
as our on-site host again this year.
Margie and Molly are developing an
interesting list of programs that cover
many interests.  

The Membership Committee, led
by Mike Monten, is working on a
visitor survey and a number of other
matters related to building our
membership base, meeting the needs
of our members, re-engaging former
members, etc.  We have found that it
seems our members “love” us; we
want to expand that base of satisfied
folks.

So, all in all, lots of great things
happening.  There are many more
details included in this newsletter.  We
are hoping to expand our connection
to many of the other nonprofits in
Cook and Lake Counties, and continue
to fulfill our mission to Preserve and
Restore the North Shore! 

Hope to See You At The Cove!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Greg Koschinska

First Vice-President
VACANT

Second Vice-President
Mark Magney

Secretary 
Mary McDermid

Treasurer
David Vose

Tom Becken
Margit Berg
Dave Carlson
Allison Ecklund
Steve Hedman
Skip Lamb
Duane Lula

BUSINESS OFFICE:  

6008 London Road
Duluth, MN 55804
218-525-0001
Email: sugarloaf@boreal.org
www.sugarloafnorthshore.org

SUGARLOAF COVE:

9096 Highway 61
Schroeder, MN 55613
(not a mailing address)
218-663-7679

MISSION STATEMENT
Sugarloaf: The North Shore
Stewardship Association strives
to inspire the preservation and
restoration of the North Shore’s
unique environment through
education and exemplary
stewardship, especially at 
Sugarloaf Cove.

NEW VISION
Sugarloaf values and believes in
a healthy Minnesota North Shore
of Lake Superior where an
informed citizenry takes personal
and group responsibil ity 
to ensure that natural and
ecological systems and human
economic and social systems
coexist in a fashion sustainable
into the future.

MESSAGE FROM Greg Koschinska
BOARD PRESIDENT

Jerry Meigs
Bill Miller
Michael Monten
Jim Mullin
Dale Tormondsen
Dale Ulrich
TJ Yokum

The Board of Directors of Sugarloaf:
The North Shore Stewardship
Association extends wam and sincere
thanks to John Paulson for his time,
dedication, and expertise as a board
member and his contributions to
various projects and committees.
John’s contributions include assisting
with acquiring a bridge for the trail
leading to the nature center,
advocating for grant money to carry
out Sugarloaf’s mission, serving on the
Building and Lands committee, and

assisting with the parking lot project.
John represents what it takes to
continue strengthening  Sugarloaf
programming, developing new and
innovative projects, and serving us as
an active Sugarloaf member.

THANK YOU, John, for helping to
make our mission a reality. We wish
you well and will always appreciate
your contributions to Sugarloaf: The
North Shore Stewardship Association.
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Free Invasive Plant Removal Service
Do you have thistle, tansy or other invasive plants

you would like removed from your woods?  During the
weeks of August 5 and 12, 2013 Minnesota
Conservations Corps crews will be available to pull
invasive plants from your woods for 1/2 to a full day.
This service is offered at no cost to you, with funding
from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. 

Contact sugarloaf@boreal.org or phone 218-525-
0001 to reserve your day. Space is limited.

Tree planting and invasive plant control 
workshops - gain access to forest restoration
equipment

This summer, Sugarloaf and University of
Minnesota Extension will be offering five free tree
planting and invasive plant control workshops at
locations along the North Shore.  You will learn the
proper way to plant and care for tree seedlings. You
will also learn how to select and apply herbicides safely
and effectively.  After attending a workshop, you will
be able to borrow planting and herbicide application
equipment from Sugarloaf’s new community shed. Free
and made possible with funding from the National Fish
and Wildlife Foundation. Watch our website for more
information or sign up for email updates by emailing
sugarloaf@boreal.org.

Receive a plan for your forest
Are you a landowner with Forestland? Are you

looking for assistance with forest management? The
United States Department of Agriculture - Natural
Resources Conservation Service (USDA-NRCS) might be
able to help you defray the expense of a Forest
Management Plan. The plan would be written by a
professional forester who is a Technical Service
Provider for the NRCS, and would be specific to your
site. Call the NRCS field office in Duluth at
218.720.5209 ext. 3 with questions and to establish
eligibility. This program is in cooperation with
Sugarloaf and a grant from the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation.

Resources
The following resources are available at

www.sugarloafnorthshore.org:
•  three videos about North Shore tree

identification, tree planting, and a brief history of the
North Shore forest.  

•  the publication Restoring Lake Superior’s
Coastal Forest - A primer for landowners and managers.

Updates
Sugarloaf is an active member of the Cook County

Invasive Team (CCIT) and the North Shore Forest
Collaborative (NSFC).  The CCIT coordinator position
has been a Sugarloaf employee, Michael Lynch. This

spring, Mike moved on to a
new job with the Minnesota
Forest Resources Council.
We will certainly miss him.
To fill his big shoes, we
have hired Angelique
Edgerton. Angelique
recently received her MS
from UMD. Last year she
spoke at the Cove about her
research on arctic plant
communities along the
North Shore. Angelique will

be Cook County’s go to person for invasive plant
information and control.  

In 2012, Sugarloaf received a grant from the Lloyd
K. Johnson Foundation to fund a coordinator for the
NSFC.  Cheryl Erickson did a terrific job but decided

not to continue in the
position when funding was
received again in 2013. To
fill her shoes, we have hired
Julie O’Leary. Julie has
many years of experience
coordinating nonprofit
groups. Her background
includes working for
Minnesota Environmental
Partnership (Andrew Slade’s
current employer) and the
Western Lake Superior

Sanitary District.  Her enthusiasm and knowledge are a
great addition to the Collaborative.

Sugarloaf Forest Stewardship Updates
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Names listed are for new and renewing
memberships received between
January 2012 and December 2012.

B E N E F A C T O R S  ($1000+)

Jane Bratager
Jerry Meigs
William and Judy Walter

P A T R O N S  ($500+)

Margit and Tom Berg
Julie Brunner and Dale Ulrich
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier
Bridget and Ross Levin
Mary and Mark Maher
William Miller and Stephanie 

Hemphill 
Jim and Fran Mullin
John and Lois Rogers
Tim Wilson and Amy Andersen

S P O N S O R S  ($250+)

Julian and Jamie Andersen
Tom and Kay Becken
Eric and Denise Blomquist
Darrell and Mary Ellen Cash
John and Elizabeth Driscoll
Allison and Andrew Eklund
Greg and Coralyn Koschinska
Tammy and Mark Magney
Lisa Nilles and Mark Halvorson
Larry and Linda Olson
John Paulson – Minnesota Power
Glen and Darlene Scott

S U S T A I N E R S  ($100+)

Verna Alt
Evan and Nancy Anderson
Mary Kay Arthur
Gerald and Aletha Bartels
Cynthia and Steve Betzler
Verlin and Phyllis Cadwallader
David and Denise Carlson
Judith Collopy
Meredith Cornett and Ethan Perry
Paul and Liz Diethelm
Lawrence M. Doe
Marty Duchscher
Gregg and Anne Draeger
Stephen and Janice Enockson
Susan and Ari Fuad
Paul and Joan Fuchs
David and Rosemary Good
John and Janet Green
Peter and Carol Harris
Steve Hedman
David and Mary Kay Herr
Rebecca Holbrook Hight
Martin and Esther Kellogg
Jan and Les Kent

John and B.J. Kohlstedt
Amy Bergquist and Erik Larson
Dean and Janet Larson
Harriett Lockrem
David and Margaret Lucas
Charles Matsch
Anne McKinsey
Harry McNeely, Jr
Margaret Meier
Pat Micheletti
Gregory and Phyllis Miron
Rosanne and Michael Monten
Stephen Nazian and Kathy Swendsen
Roger and Margaret Nelson
Vicki and Michael Neus
Dan and Sallie O’Brien
Dr. Rita O’Connell
David and Andrea Peterson
Mary Jo Roberts
Juliana K Rupert
John Saxhaug and Lyn Rabinovitch
Tom and Anne Schapman
Dick and Ella Slade
Ben and Mary Stephens
Dr. Michael and Deann Sutley
Jane Sweet
Robert and Pat Tammen
John Taylor and Mary MacPhail
Jim Waldo and Wendy Strombeck
Wheelock Whitney
Jonathan and Sarah Wilmshurst
Stephen Yurek

S U P P O R T E R S  ($50+)

Chel Anderson and John Alt
Russell Baker
Greg and Anne Bartel
John Bergstrom
Robert and Patricia Burow
Robert Callery
Kathleen Casmer
H. Michael Casper
Sharon Christensen and Craig Berdie
Ken Clark
Debra Crane-Lance
Diana and Keith Cumming
Mollie Dean
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Brian and Lisa Fiedler
Bill and Shelly Bergh Gardner
Glen and Donna Hambleton
Russ and Pat Hanson
Gary and Ellen Hedin
Wayne and Nora Hornicek
Margaret Hunt
Brenda Ion and Allan Apter
Rev. Jonathan and Joan Jacobs
Kathryn Johnson and Scott Berry
Carol Krieger
Jim and Sandy Kula
Barb and Robert Liukkonen
Duane Lula
Bob and Helen Mairs
James McBride
Mary and Malcolm McDermid

Mary C. Miller
Robert Minish
Rae Montgomery and Jim Zandlo
Richard and Beatrice Ojakangas
John and Yvette Oldendorf
Bob and Alice Peters
Jack and Genea Pichotta
Steve Pulju
John and Elizabeth Reichert
Virginia and Eric Reiner
Peg, Steve and Al Robertsen
Rita Ryan and Gale Havrilla
Maggie Seely
Phil and Gloria Smith
Stephen and Suzanne Steinhagen
Glen and Betsy Swanson
Susan Tanner
Diane Tessari and Duncan Storlie
Margaret Thompson
Molly and Doug Thompson
Jim and Carol Tveekrem
Clara Ueland and Walter McCarthy
Mary Volk
Kenneth and Donna Wielinski
William and Barbara Wood
David and Geiger Yount

C O N T R I B U T E R S  (under $50)

Barbara and Dennis Adkins
Joanne Alt and Richard Starr
Tamera and Jay Andersen
Robert and Diane Anderson
Terry A Baird
Bill and Shelley Barton
Royal and Renee Becker
Alexis Berke and Mark Hutchins
Edward and Kathryn Bolstad
Shirley and Roland Bosch
Fred and Mary Sue Brass
Kristi and Frank Cadwell
Patricia Coldwell and David Giese
Steve Colman
John and Gwen Daniels
Nancy Deevers
John Denham
Jill DeWitt and Charles Wurrey
Duluth Public Library Business Office
Lester and Dianne Dunn
Don and Ann Emery
Howard Frame and Jennifer Marabella
Greg and Pam Gilbert
Bob and Rita Hanle
Robert Hanson and Renee Showalter
Mary Ann and Dennis Harren
Peter Harris and Carrie Anderson
Dean Hedstrom and Sandy Jacobsen
Susan Hensel
Terry and Julie Hukriede
Janet Hunt-Hunder
Dr. Maland and Jo Ellen Hurr
Alan and Christie Ingram
Cathy Jansen
Marlys Johnson and Bob Nesheim
Dennis and Lorraine Kaetterhenry
Joe and Heather Kirkeby
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2012 Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
Business Checking - US Bank 31,755
Sales bag 20 
Petty cash bag 5
Endowment (Schwab) 20,070
Savings — US Bank 25,885

Total Checking/Savings 79,735

Accounts Receivable
CCIT 1,227
Grants Receivable 4,383

Total Accounts Receivable 5,610

Total Current Assets 85,344

Fixed Assets
Accumulated depreciation -59,092 
Building and improvements 183,180
Equipment 245
Land 570,989

Total Fixed Assets 695,322
Total Assets 780,667

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable

Accounts Payable 2,643
Total Accounts Payable 2,643
Other Current Liabilities

Deferred revenue 14,000
Total Other Current Liabilities 14,000 

Total Current Liabilities 16,643

Total Liabilities 16,643

Equity
Unrestricted Net Assets 1,977
Unrealized Gain (Loss) 8,107
Unrestricted Fund Balance 741,850
Net Income 12,090

Total Equity 764,024

Total Liabilities & Equity 780,667

2012 Statement of Activities
(Jan-Dec)

Ordinary Revenue/Expense
Revenue

Contributions Income 28,416
Grants 134,000 
Interest earned 20
Membership Dues 24,635
Miscellaneous Income 543
Program Fees 330
Sales 249

Total Revenue 188,192

Expenses
Advertising 175
Bank Service Charges 269
Contract Labor 57,245
Depreciation Expense 4,697 
Dues and Subscriptions 210 
Fundraising 130 
Insurance 2,976
Internet expenses 427
Miscellaneous 75 
Office Supplies 456 
Payroll Expenses 86,174
Postage and Delivery 1,069
Printing and Reproduction 3,385 
Program Expense 1,427
Rent 2,750
Telephone 1,018
Training 75
Travel & Ent 6,213
Visitor Center Costs 7,288

Total Expenses 176,102
Net Ordinary Revenue 12,090 

Doug and Barb LaChance
Randy Lake
Allen Lipke
Steve and Karen Lively
Perry McGowan and Sheila Smith
Lee Menssen
Jack and Barb Morris
Jim and Judy Norvell
Ralph and Judith Pesonen
Susan Piontek
George Pope
Jerry Riach and Joyce Yamamoto
Norm and Mary Rice
Andrew Ripka
Orion Salazar
John Sorensen and Cyndy Klinksiek
Graydon and Maxine Stromme
Wildie and Don Swanson
Merle Sykora
Judy Takkunen
AmberBeth VanNingen
Jim and Marlene Voita
Vienna Volante
Eleanor Waha
Susan Zimmerman

F O U N D A T I O N  G R A N T S

Elmer L. and Eleanor J. Andersen 
Foundation

Carl and Verna Schmidt Foundation
Cook County Community Fund
Duluth Superior Area Community 

Foundation – Biodiversity Fund
Lloyd K. Johnson Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Trillium Foundation

A G E N C Y  G R A N T S

Minnesota’s Lake Superior Coastal 
Program

MN DNR – Scientific and Natural 
Areas program

I N - K I N D  D O N A T I O N  

Integrated Compensation Systems, Inc. 
– payroll services

M A T C H I N G  G I F T S

TCF
The Prudential Foundation Matching Gifts
MN Power
Textron

Sugarloaf Donors 2012

I N  M E M O R I A M

Pete Bratager by Jane Bratager and 
Roger and Kathleen Seeland

Barbara Wood by Sandra & Brian 
Golob

George W. Roberts by Mary Jo Roberts

I N  H O N O R

In honor of Barbara and Bob Liukkonen
by Peter and Lee Wonson

S P R I N G  A P P E A L  D O N O R S

Anonymous
Evan and Nancy Anderson
Greg and Anne Bartel
Edward and Kathryn Bolstad
Raymond and Susan Churack
Patricia Coppo
Jenny Delfs and Jeff Kern
Jill DeWitt and Charles Wurrey
Paul Engh
Gail Fuad
Nancy and Dick Gongoll
Edna Granlund
John and Julie Henricksson
Wayne and Nora Hornicek
Sara Junge
Patricia and Douglas Kriesel
Lois McClatchie and Tim James
Mary and Malcolm McDermid
Stephen Nazian and Kathy Swendsen
Roger and Margaret Nelson
David and Mary Nickel
Gloria Noren
David and Andrea Peterson
Terri Port Wright
Steve Pulju
Steve and Suzy Stedman
Dwight and Barbara Tschetter - 

Stonegate on Superior Resort
Kathy and Bill Vanderwall
Fred and El Winston
Ken and Sharon Wyberg

In memory of Eleanor and Elmer 
Andersen by Amy Andersen

In memory of Carl R. Anderson 
by Chel Anderson and John Alt 

In memory of Francesca Bosca 
by Beryl S. Bissell and Bill Christ

In honor of Hilary Ruth Street 
by Shirley Bosch and Roland Bosch

In memory of Dakota 
by Richard D’Antoni

In memory of Kenneth R. Fabyanske 
by Marvin and Margie Fabyanske 

In memory of Grace Anna Fiedler 
by Brian and Lisa Fiedler

In honor of Annika and Kai Oyung-
Larson by Dean and Janet Larson

In memory of Reuben Lockrem
by Harriett Lockrem

In memory of my parents 
by Mark Magney

In memory of Richard J. Rice 
by Norman and Mary Rice

In memory of Barbara Putman 
by Dave Sommers

In memory of My father, George 
Fredricksen by Beverly West

In memory of Lucy Detrick 
by White Pine North

Continued on page 6
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Y E A R  E N D  A P P E A L  D O N O R S

Eric and Denise Blomquist
Gregory Boettner and Kimberly
Johnson
Julie Brunner and Dale Ulrich
Patricia Coppo
Francis Coyne
Dave and Mary DeGree
Jenny Delfs and Jeff Kern
Jill DeWitt and Charles Wurrey
John Dolmar
Robert and Bette Dunn
Marvin and Margie Fabyanske
Bill and Shelly Bergh Gardner
Lyle Gerard
Glen and Donna Hambleton
Bob and Rita Hanle
John and Patricia Hasse
Anita Hendrickx
Wayne and Nora Hornicek
Terry and Julie Hukriede
Martin and Esther Kellogg
Edward and Margaret Lee, Jr
Gary Mahaffey
Mary and Malcolm McDermid
William Miller and Stephanie 

Hemphill
Mike and Sue Nordin
Jim and Judy Norvell
Bob and Alice Peters
Jack and Genea Pichotta
Victoria Rader and Tim Peterson
Juliana K Rupert
Glen and Darlene Scott
Kevin Stroom
Dwight and Barbara Tschetter - 

Stonegate on Superior Resort
Kathy and Bill Vanderwall

In memory of Gerard Busch 
by Bill and Jane Busch

In memory of Diana Cumpston 
by Lisa Cumpston

In memory of Steve Pihlaja 
by John and B.J. Kohlstedt

In memory of Colleen Peterson 
by Dave and Andrea Peterson

In memory of Richard J. Rice 
by Norman and Mary Rice

In memory of George W. Roberts 
by Mary Jo Roberts

In memory of Barbara Wood 
by Joan and Royal Smith

In honor of Margit Berg 
by William and Pat Kelly and 
Gervaise M. Westerman

P A R K I N G  L O T  F U N D
D O N O R S

Evan and Nancy Anderson
Russell Baker
Greg and Anne Bartel
Tom and Kay Becken
Gregg and Anne Draeger
Allison and Andrew Eklund
John and Janet Green
Robert Hanson and Renee Showalter
Gary and Ellen Hedin
Steve Hedman
Greg and Coralyn Koschinska
Phil and Julie Magney
Tammy and Mark Magney
Mary and Malcolm McDermid
Jerry Meigs
Rosanne and Michael Monten
Jim and Fran Mullin
Larry and Linda Olson
Mark Seeley
Dick and Ella Slade
John Sorensen and Cyndy Klinksiek
Vienna Volante

Jim Waldo and Wendy Strombeck
John and Linda Walker
William Wood

Sugarloaf thanks the
following business members
for their generous support:

Bluefin Bay, Tofte, MN;
1-800-BLUEFIN (258-3346)

Integrated Compensation Systems, Inc.,
St. Paul, MN; 651-259-4260

North Shore Federal Credit Union,
Silver Bay, MN; 218-226-4401

Lambs Resort, Schroeder, MN; 
218-663-7292

Loll Designs, Duluth, MN; 
877-740-3387

Lutsen Resort, Lutsen, MN; 
218-663-7212

Schroeder Baking Company, 
Schroeder, MN; 218-663-7331

Temperance Traders Gift Shop and 
Cabins, Schroeder, MN;
218-663-0111

Thank you to Tom and Kay Becken for
the generous purchase of tables and
chairs for Sugarloaf Cove.

Thank you to Julie Brunner and Dale
Ulrich for office supplies.

A special thank you to all of our
volunteers. We really appreciate
your donation of time and talents.
You are a vital part of Sugarloaf:
The North Shore Stewardship
Association.
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NEW! Geocache trail at Sugarloaf Cove
Geocaching is an international

activity pursued by thousands around the
world.  Currently 2,079,551 geocaches
exist in all continents and even under
oceans and lakes.  Essentially a geocache

is a container holding various items, the most
important of which is a logbook.  Once a geocache is
placed, its GPS coordinates are submitted to
Groundspeak Inc, which in turn publishes them on
their website (http://www.geocaching.com).  With this
information in hand, geocachers then attempt to
locate the geocache and once found, record their
names in the logbook.

Over two hundred geocaches currently exist
along the shore between Duluth and Grand Marais.

However, none are in the immediate vicinity of
Sugarloaf.  Thanks to board member Steve Hedman, a
series of geocaches are not located at Sugarloaf Cove.
The first cache is adjacent to the parking area and
once this is found, coordinates are given for the next
geocache.  This second geocache will provide the
coordinates for the third cache and so on.  To locate
all the caches will take approximately one hour and
will take a person around much of the interpretative
trail.  In all, there are seven geocaches.  The setting
up of these caches provides a powerful means by
which to acquaint a large number of new visitors with
Sugarloaf Cove. Go to www.geocaching.com and
search for Sugarloaf Cove to get started.
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Sugarloaf Cove Updates
Red Pine Plantation Thinning

Throughout the winter, Conservation Corps of
Minnesota crews were onsite selectively cutting
trees out of the red pine plantations.  They spent
many hours cutting the trees and burning the slash.
Currently we are working to move the logs to the
parking lot and have them picked up by Hedstrom
Lumber for transport to Grand Marais.  A big thank
you to the crews and to Jan Bernu, our forester, for
all of their hard work. The forests at Sugarloaf Cove
will now be healthier and more resilient thanks to
them. The State of Minnesota and the Lessard-Sams
Outdoor Heritage Council sponsored part of the
project with funding from a Conservation Partners
Legacy grant.

On May 4, 2013, Sugarloaf was pleased to
graduate 20 new Master Naturalists.  What is a
Master Naturalist?  Mary Lou Donovan, a recent
graduate, will explain….

Notes from a new Master Naturalist
By Mary Lou Donovan

Explore! Teach! Conserve! Those are the
words shared with twenty-two inquisitive souls
who braved weekend weather challenges to take
part in the Minnesota Master Naturalist Program, a
40-hour course that met every other Saturday from
February 23 to May 4 at Sugarloaf Cove. The
Master Naturalist course, aptly taught by Margie
Menzies, offers people an opportunity to learn
about the natural world and Sugarloaf Cove is a
terrific setting in which to do that. The Master
Naturalist Programs are organized through joint
efforts from the University of Minnesota Extension
and Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
and are aimed at educating people interested in the
outdoors to become citizen conservation leaders or
“volunteers for nature” within their own
communities. Despite snowy conditions every time
the course met, participants came from the Twin
Cities, Duluth, Two Harbors, ‘up the shore’ and the

Gunflint Trail.  Our backgrounds were diverse, as
some are retired or employed as teachers, lawyers,
a veterinarian, photographer, woodworker,
biologist, hunter/gatherer, librarian, real estate
agent, aerobics instructor- and a few more I
probably missed. 

Over the course of the six sessions we learned
about phenology- or the study of the timing of life
cycle events of plants and animals - geology and
land formation from glacial changes, plants, rocks,
trees, mammals, rocks, lichens, birds, rocks,
(Margie likes rocks)… ecology, interpretation skills,
rocks, weather, and identification of animal tracks.
Did I mention rocks? In addition to Margie sharing
her broad and deep font of outdoors knowledge we
also heard from area experts, which made listening
and learning even more fun. 

At the final session, participants shared
projects they had completed, or will complete as
part of our efforts to fulfill the course objectives to
explore, teach, and conserve. These projects were
so impressive and ranged from creating brochures
or posters for education, improving signage for
trails, translating or recording old stories or artifacts
into current technology forms, identifying and
removing invasive species, enhancing butterfly
gardens, educating on the sugar bush process,
building and installing bat houses. One participant
displayed a clever bat costume she created for
educational programs! 

While we were awarded our graduation
certificates, pins and volunteer nametags on the
last day (many of us thought we should be given
“Mukluk pins” for surviving the weather each
week!) all of us committed ourselves to even more
learning and sharing in the future. 
If you have the chance to take part in a Minnesota
Master Naturalist course don’t hesitate - you’ll have
fun, meet lots of great new people, and learn lots-
sometimes about rocks! Thanks Sugarloaf Cove, for
being such good hosts for our learning.
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London Road, Duluth, MN
55804. Memberships are also
available through the website at
www.sugarloafnorthshore.org.
Sugarloaf is an educational,
non-profit 501(c)(3) Minnesota
Corporation.

June 9, 16 Bird banding at Sugarloaf Cove, 7 am - noon
June 14 Guided walk at Spring Beauty SNA
June 15 Estuaries – what are they and why are they important
June 21 Guided walk at Iona’s Beach SNA 
June 22 Meet a DNR wildlife biologist
June 29 & 30 Pine needle basketry – $55, preregistration required
July 6 & 7  Discover the Art of Rock Balancing – Family Day and workshop 
July 13 Controlling invasive plants the safe and effective way
July 20 Lake Superior Fish Identification
August 3 Geology of the North Shore with John Green
August 10 Annual member meeting and Ice Cream Social, 1 pm
August 31 Climate Change and the North Shore

S U M M E R  P R O G R A M S  B E G I N N I N G  J U N E  2 0

Thursdays Bird Banding Demonstration, 7 am - noon
Fridays Explore the North Shore, 10 am
Saturdays Guest speaker, 10 am unless otherwise noted
Sundays North Shore Geology, 10 am

Watch our website or join our email list (via website) for dates and times of our
upcoming summer programs. www.sugarloafnorthshore.orgup
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Please enroll me as a member of Sugarloaf in the category I have indicated.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

M E M B E R S H I P
C A T E G O R I E S

n $ 25 Contributing
n $ 50 Supporting
n $ 100 Sustaining
n $ 250 Sponsor
n $ 500 Patron
n $ 1000 Benefactor
n $ _____ Other

n New n Renew

S U G A R L O A F
6008 London Road
Duluth, MN  55804
sugarloaf@boreal.org

T H A N K  Y O U !


